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Pirton Neighbourhood Plan

Foreword from Diane Bailey
Parish Council Chairman
This latest edition of the Parish Council newsletter concentrates on updating parishioners with news of the Pirton
Neighbourhood Plan. The Parish Council is extremely grateful
to the Steering Group who have devoted considerable time,
energy and commitment to developing the Plan on behalf
of the village. It is now time to consult with the whole Parish
once again and it is hoped that the summary in this newsletter will explain the process to date and what we would like
you to do next.
This is a further opportunity for you to have your say on the
future development of the village. The Plan to date has been
based on previous consultations – you will recall the questionnaire which was delivered to all households as well as events
at the Summer Fair and in the Village Hall. These previous
consultations have provided a vital part of the evidence
base on which the policies in the Plan have been formed.
As the Plan nears completion this is your last chance to have
input and make further comments before the Plan is formally
submitted for examination. A high level of response from the
village would be extremely valuable so I would thank you in
advance for taking part in the final stages of the Neighbourhood Plan process.

Introduction by Diane Burleigh
Chair of the Steering Group
We are all aware that successive governments have worried
that there is not enough housing development taking place
to provide Britain with the homes it needs now, let alone in
future years. So in exchange for a more assertive approach
by government to getting houses built, the last government
introduced the idea of “neighbourhood planning”. This gives
local communities, normally based on town and parish areas,
the right to control what development looks like and sometimes where it goes, the ability to protect the things about a
neighbourhood that the local community most values, and
the means to enhance and expand facilities and services
that the community wants. It should be a doddle. Alas, life
is never that simple. There are rules to comply with.

The Steering Group
… was formed in September 2013 and is a voluntary group of just 8 people, all
of whom live in the village and are from a variety of social and working backgrounds. Countless hours have been spent on the steep learning curve which
has been necessary for everyone in order to produce a Neighbourhood Development Plan, consult with the community and write the actual Plan itself.
Throughout the preparation of The Pirton Neighbourhood Development Plan
(the Plan) the Steering Group has been committed to producing a Plan that will
become a legal planning document for the Parish of Pirton until 2031 which:

��

Supports appropriate sustainable development for the parish of Pirton
that enhances and retains the character of the village and the
surrounding landscape.

��

Is in accordance with the wishes of the residents of the parish as
expressed in the December 2014 Questionnaire returns, and the
resultant Survey (NP Survey 2015) together with previous and
subsequent consultations.

��

Is in accordance with National and Local policies.

As you read on you will see that this has not been an easy task!

A Neighbourhood Plan has to conform to government planning guidance called the National Planning Policy Framework. That’s actually not too
difficult. It also has to be “evidence based”. This means that a small group of residents – the Steering Group or the Parish Councillors – can’t just
make it up to suit themselves. This Plan is Your Plan, so we have to consult with you and take your views very much into account. We also have to
consult various organisations like Natural England and Historic England, and take their views in to account. How we have done this, and how
we’ve taken account of what we have been told, forms a major part of “the evidence base”.
The Plan must also be “in general conformity with the Strategic Policies of the Local Plan” (that’s NHDC’s Local Plan). It’s at this point that we
have had to deal with a problem; NHDC doesn’t have an up to date Local Plan as such. It has a number of policies “saved” from the last Local
Plan; and it is working on a new Local Plan. However, parts of this new ‘draft’ Local Plan are not liked by many residents. In particular I’m referring
to the proposed new boundaries for Pirton, and site allocations for large housing estates.
We’ve taken advice. The Plan must be in general conformity with the “saved” polices; and at the same time show we’ve taken notice of the
proposals for the new Local Plan. How do we square your acceptance of about 48 houses over the lifetime of the Plan, with the NHDC’s strategic
allocation of over 142 houses on two sites (and with the prospect of more)? The Plan will fail its public examination if we don’t get this right. We
can’t afford for it fail; there is too much that is important to the future development of Pirton to allow it to fail. And until we get right through to
the end of the process, the Plan has no influence on planning decisions. So it’s important that we press on.
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What is the Plan about?
The Golden thread running through the
whole of the Plan is the quality of life for
present and future generations. The
majority of residents who responded to
both the 2014 Adult and Youth
Questionnaires (the NP Survey 2015)
were satisfied with life in the village. What
they liked was the peace, the rural nature,
the character, the friendliness and the
surrounding countryside and views.
The Plan is constructed around the
important themes identified in the NP
Survey 2015, which were; Housing and
Development (including design and
character), Wildlife, Heritage and Landscape; Amenities and Facilities; Transport
and Connectivity.

Below is a summary of the purpose of the policies in each theme.

A) Housing and Development
As has been very clear from the various parish consultations conducted by the Steering Group, and in
particular the answers members of the community expressed in their respective returned survey
questionnaires just over one year ago, the topic of housing and development is the one which probably
concentrates most people’s thoughts.
To survive and thrive and also meet the requirements of government policy, the village must have some
development over the next 15 – 20 years; during the previous 30 Years, 90 houses have been built in Pirton!
This past development has been within the village development boundary and has generally been
sympathetic to the village character. Prior to this period, the largest development was 35 in the first phase of
Bunyan Close.
We no longer have enough land available within the boundary to meet local need and the numbers we will be
required to take as part of NHDC planning policy. However, factors such as the overall number of houses
which have been allocated to Pirton, are not within the remit of our Plan.
These are what are termed Strategic matters and determined by North Herts District Council. The purpose of
the policies within this section of the Plan is therefore:
To support development that:
��
��
��
��

Enhances life in Pirton Village,
Is in character with the Village,
Meets local need
Is in accordance with the requirements of NHDC strategic local policy.

What these Policies will ensure is that the size of individual developments, the housing mix, design, density,
and character are appropriate to the village needs and character. We have used extensively, the work
previously done on the Village Design Statement and Parish Plan.
Thus the Neighbourhood Plan supports the need and requirement for sustainable housing growth as part of
NHDC and National planning policy, but ensures that we do not lose the very qualities and characteristics that
make this village and parish a special place to live.
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B) Wildlife, Heritage and Landscape
In the Questionnaire returns you told us that the wildlife across the Parish and the history and heritage of the
Parish and Pirton Village are important to you. You value the open and green spaces within Pirton Village,
and enjoy and wish to preserve and protect important views and vistas on approaching and leaving the
village.
The purpose of these policies is therefore to:
��

Protect our green spaces from development and encourage the creation of new green and open spaces
within new development;

��

Encourage an enrichment of the parish’s biodiversity through policies on hedges, trees, and wildlife,
and to build in protections and incentives to good practice, recommended by authorities such as Natural
England, Historic England, and the Chilterns AONB Board.

��

Specific views are described to ensure they will be protected from any adverse impacts of development.

C) Amenities and Facilities
In the NP Survey 2015 returns, you informed us which amenities and facilities were important to you and
also others that you would like to see improved or added. You also told us about the difficulties you had
supporting working at home e.g. digital connectivity.
The purpose of the policies in this section of the Plan are therefore to ensure that planning applications for
new development in the village:
��

Enhance and protect our existing community facilities and recreational facilities and safeguards
them from any unnecessary loss. (there is a map showing the facilities in the Plan)

��

Encourage facilities which generally support work opportunities to the rural setting and creates
new ones.

��

Support small and rural businesses.

��

Welcome visitors who come to Pirton for their recreation and well-being.

D) Transport and Connectivity.
Throughout the consultation process, there were major worries about the effect of increased traffic on
village safety.
The Herts Bus transport policies state that “the County Council’s strategy will be to channel available
investment into the most important bus services previously identified on a corridor basis”.
Pirton was not identified. So it is unlikely that public transport will be increased in the near future and therefore with just the existing services, new development is going to mean more cars within the village and on
the surrounding roads.
The purpose of our transport policies is to encourage traffic levels which are appropriate and safe for the
rural nature and narrow roads of the Parish of Pirton.
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Where we are at now, and next steps
��

In January 2016, the draft Plan was scrutinised by an independent professional Planning Consultant who made
initial changes and suggestions.

��

The Steering Group and the Parish Council have scrutinised draft 10 of the Plan and added their observations and
changes.

��

The document which is now available for you to read, incorporates the independent Consultant’s comments and
input from the Parish Council, and NHDC.

��

The Character Assessment has also been scrutinised and it, together with other supporting documents, has been
placed onto the Neighbourhood Plan and Parish Council websites, so everyone can read it and give their comments. It will also be available in hard copy for anyone who does not have access to the internet. The Character
Assessment is a really important document because it underpins many of the policies in the Plan

��

The Parish Council will conduct a 6 week consultation with you on the Plan and its contents; this consultation
period will commence on April 4th, immediately following this newsletter and its accompanying documents.

��

The Parish Council will also consult with NHDC, neighbouring Parish Councils, various statutory bodies like the
Highways Authority, and anyone else the PPC thinks should be consulted

��

Guidance will be provided to you on how to access supporting documents, and how to provide feedback, should
you wish to express a specific comment or opinion.

��

During the period of Consultation, the Steering Group will host an open evening at the Village Hall on April 19th at
7.00 pm to explain what we’ve done, and to answer your questions, once you’ve had a chance to look at the draft
Plan. There will be a separate announcement about this meeting nearer the time.

��

After the Consultation, we will amend the Plan where necessary to accord with the consensus of your views.

��

The resultant Plan, and its supporting documents, will then be sent to the NHDC. There the Plan is checked to
make sure that proper legal processes have been followed. Hopefully from our current and ongoing discussions
and meetings with the NHDC Officers, this should be a formality.

��

Thereafter NHDC will make arrangements for an independent expert to “Examine” the Plan to make sure it meets
the legal criteria for a Neighbourhood Plan and that its policies are clear and appropriate in planning terms.

��

We don’t know exactly how long this will take, but we are talking to NHDC officials to see how we might be able to
achieve this in the optimum amount of time.

��

Once we’ve cleared these hurdles, it’s back to you, to vote in a referendum on whether or not you want to accept
the Neighbourhood Plan and make sure that the NHDC uses it as part of the planning process.

We are getting there and from everyone on the Steering Group thank you, thank you, thank
you to everyone in Pirton for all your help, ideas and support throughout our difficult task.
Please carry on with all your input which we really value.
County & District Councillor

Your Parish Councillors are:

David Barnard

712340

01462 768888

Tom Gammell

712725

District Councillors

Michael Goddard

712692

Owain Lister

712623

Parish Clerk

Rodney Marshall

711023

Stephen Smith 01462 712279

Carol-Ann McConnellogue

711207

Alison Smither

712864

Alison Sugden

712388

Ann Webb

712304

Diane Bailey - Chair

Claire Strong 01462 712438
Faye Frost 01462 768888

parishclerk@pirtonparishcouncil.org.uk
Official Website:
www.pirtonparishcouncil.org.uk
Why not join our group on Facebook!
Just search for “Pirton Parish Council”
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